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1. Description of territory 
 

1. Slovak Republic 
 

Slovak Republic was established on 1st of January 1993 after splitting Czechoslovakia into two 

countries – Czech Republic and Slovakia. Since then, the political system in both countries is 

parliamentary democracy. Slovakia, the former communist country, went through deep social 

changes and huge economic reforms when it had to transform the centrally planned economy to a 

market-driven economy. The Slovak economic transition is usually said as very successful 

(sometimes as the most successful of all post-communist countries), eventhough especially in the 

90’s it was a very hard process. In the meantime, Slovakia is one of the best emerging markets in 

Europe and it is a member of many international organizations including European Union, NATO, 

OECD, WTO, UNESCO, INTERPOL. 

 

Slovakia has a high average GDP growth, that is why it is called the Central European Tiger or the 

Tatra Tiger. The cheaper, well-educated labour force, low tax rates and stable economy with Euro as 

its official currency, attracts a lot of foreign investments. 

 

The territory of 49 035 square kilometres is divided into 8 large regions and 79 smaller 

districts/counties. Each of the 8 so-called Higher-Tier or Upper-Tier Territorial Units (VÚC – Vyššie 

Územné Celky) are named after the largest city in that region: Bratislava (no. 1 on the map below), 

Košice (8), Banská Bystrica (6), Žilina (5), Trenčín (3), Trnava (2), Nitra (4), Prešov (7). 

 

Figure 1: Map of Slovakia 

Source: http://www.eplato.eu/infocenter/0020/0085/ 

 

Slovakia has a population of 5.4 million, Bratislava with 430 000 inhabitants is the largest city and the 

capital at the same time. The second largest city is Košice.  

http://www.slovak-republic.org/politics/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/history/#communism
http://www.slovak-republic.org/eu/
http://www.nato.int/pfp/sk/slovakia1.htm
http://www.oecd.org/slovakia
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/countries_e/slovak_republic_e.htm
http://www.slovak-republic.org/unesco/
http://www.interpol.int/public/Region/Europe/pjsystems/Slovakia.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_domestic_product
http://www.slovak-republic.org/currency/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/currency/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/bratislava/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/kosice/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/banska-bystrica/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/zilina/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/trencin/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/trnava/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/nitra/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/presov/
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Ethnicity is mainly Slovak (86%). There is a large Hungarian minority (10%) in the South of Slovakia, 

the second largest ethnic group is Romany (2%, the exact percentage can differ a lot between 

sources depending on the measurements, because many Romas subscribe themselves to other 

minorities, mostly Hungarian), and the third group are Czechs (1%). Rusyn, Ukrainian, Russian, 

German, Polish and others have less than 2% alltogether.  

 

87% of the population are believers and most of them (69% of the population) belong to Roman 

Catholic church. Other religions have only small shares – Lutherans (6.9%), Greek Catholics (4.1%), 

Protestant Reformers (2.0%) and Orthodox Church (0.9%). 

 

Despite the modern European economy and society, Slovakia has a significant rural element. About 

45% of Slovaks live in villages with fewer than 5 000 inhabitants, and 14% in villages with fewer than 

1 000. 

 

Most of economic life and the most of job offers are in Bratislava and surrounding area, followed by 

other main western cities – Trnava, Žilina, Trenčín and Nitra. These areas are also likely to create the 

best conditions for investors who are willing to do business in Slovakia. 

 

Slovakia is one of the most attractive country for investing. The reasons are: solid economy, growing 

investments (foreign as well as domestic), great infrastructure and favorable business environment. 

In many areas of business the competition is quite low, so there are potentially high returns. 

 

Indicators 
Year 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

GDP growth rate (%) 4,8 4,8 5,2 6,6 8,5 10,6 6,2 1,9 est. 4, 0 est. 

Inflation - HICP 103,5 108,4 107,5 102,8 104,3 101,9 103,9 100,9 100,7 

Inflation - ICP 103,3 108,5 107,5 102,7 104,5 102,8 104,6 101,6 101,0 

Unemployment rate (%) 18,5 17,4 18,1 16,2 13,3 11,0 9,6 12,1 14,4 

Average nominal monthly wage 

in SR (€)  
448,48 476,83 525,29 573,39 622,75 668,72 723,03 744,50 769 

Table 1: Main indicators of SR 

Source: www.nbs.sk, portal.statistics.sk 

http://www.slovak-republic.org/religion/
http://www.slovak-republic.org/work/
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2. The region of Košice 
 

General information 

The region of Košice and its environs is situated in the east of Slovakia. The Kosice self-governing 

region covers around 6 750 km2, i.e. 14 % of the territory of the Slovak Republic. In the south the 

region has a frontier with Hungary (length of frontier is 163,8 km) and in the east with Ukraine 

(length of frontier is 63,4 km). Prešov and Banská Bystrica regions are in the north and west. (See 

Figure 1) 

 

The city Košice - metropolis of eastern Slovakia, lying on the Hornád river on the western edge of the 

Košická kotlina basins has a long and agitated history. It has been the most important town of the 

region for centuries and a natural centre of trade, culture, and education. Today it is the second 

largest city of Slovakia with around 241 thousand inhabitants. Many valuable monuments 

concentrate in Košice.  

 

The population of Košice self-governing region is around 778 thousand inhabitants. According to the 

residential density, the is on the fourth place. The residential density of 114,8 people per 1 km2, on 

average, goes slightly above the national average. The districts with the highest density are found 

within the boundaries of the city of Košice, Spišská Nová Ves and Michalovce; the lowest population 

density is in the regions of Kosice – Surroundings and Sobrance. 

 

The urban settlements have 56.3 % of the population, the most important is the urbanization in the 

town of Kosice. The rural settlement is straggled into many middle and small places, common are 

the small settlements with the population under 1 999 inhabitants. 

 

According to the population census realised in 2001, the Hungarian national minority represents 

11% of the population of the Kosice region. On the second place is the Roma minority, which 

represents 4% of the total inhabitants in the Kosice region. The other national minorities represent 

less than 1% of the Kosice region inhabitants. 

 

Territorial and administrative division 

The Košice self-governing region is administratively divided into 11 districts. Four districts (Košice I, 

II, III, IV) are in the city of Kosice other districts are Gelnica, Kosice-Surroundings, Michalovce, 

Rožňava, Sobrance, Spišská Nová Ves and Trebišov. 

 

http://www.slovakia.travel/entitaview.aspx?l=2&idp=3406
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Regarding the public administration, there are established the self-government offices and public 

offices. The self-government organization has two levels - local (rural and municipal) and regional 

self-government. Two levels - district and region, represent the public administration. Due to the 

consecutive realisation of the public administration reform, the competences are markedly raising. 

The settlement structure of the Kosice region is: 440 settlements, including 17 towns (Gelnica, 

Košice, Moldava nad Bodvou, Medzev, Michalovce, Strážske, Veľké Kapušany, Rožňava, Dobšiná, 

Sobrance, Spišská Nová Ves, Krompachy, Spišské Vlachy, Trebišov, Čierna nad Tisou, Sečovce, 

Kráľovský Chlmec). 

 

The Kosice region represents 15% of the settlements in Slovak Republic. 

 

 

Figure 2: Map of Košice self-governing region 

Source: http://www.eplato.eu/infocenter/0020/0085/ 

3. Village Ďurkov  
 

The village Ďurkov lies in Košice valley - the valley Olšavskej - a distance of 18 km east of Kosice. 

District: Košice – surroundings 

Population: 1652 inhabitants  

Area: 992 ha 

The first written mention: in 1323 

Mayor: Ondrej Valík 

 

Location: 

Its landscape and forms an impressive background in Slanské vrchy mountain with its highest peak at 

an  altitude of Bogota 854 m. Southern boundary of the village lies in the lowland stream Olšava, 

which consists of silt alluvium, close to the meadows and fields. The town is the width of 2 

km from the state road Olšava-Ďurkov-Bidovce. From this line rises the slope that rises to the poles 

Popová Hôrka, Malý lesík and Sárheď making mountainvillage character. 
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Figure 3: Crest community of village Ďurkov  

Source: http://www.durkov.sk/statisticke-info.phtml?id3=36575 

 

 

Figure 4: Map – localisation of village Ďurkov  

Source: http://www.mapa-mapy.sk/mapa/durkov-slovenska-republika/ 

 

4. Potential of RES in village Ďurkov  
 

Geothermal Energy 

It represents rich energy potential on Earth. There are geothermal energy sources in the southern 

part of Košice. It represents remarkable capacities, which are the greatest not only in Slovakia but 

even in Eastern Europe. Region of Košice has because of its natural conditions a significant potential 

for geothermal energy, which is based on past surveys evalued at 4 153 MWt, which represents 75% 

of Slovak republic potential. Geothermal waters with temperatures above 100 º C were verified by 

detailed survey in the southeastern part of the geothermal area of Košice valley, in the area Ďurkov - 

Svinica. Geothermal energy of this area should be used in central heating system of Košice, as well as 

for economic and social development of the region. 
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To evaluate the real possibilities for the efficient usage of heat pumps in the Košice self-governing 

region is actual to use primarily systems of heat pumps water - water, respectively air - air. Heat 

pumps which use geothermal water are highly energy efficient and their usage for high heat output 

for heating residential or industrial buildings may also be economically efficient, but their usage is 

tied to the location with geothermal water with temperature above 20° C. 

 


